.- information.:

.Under these fules-—whxch eventually may be for~

malized in written criminal in-

. FBI mvestxganom into news

By Wa]ter Pmcus :: ‘

| 3 /asnington Posrsvan Writer -
Despxte a thte House offer to help stop congressxonal
Jeaks of classxﬁed information, the Attorney General has.
" established temporary rules that virtually prohibit the:
 FBI front: mvestlgatmg news leaks of prevmusly secret

vestigation guidelines — an{

leaks must be ‘requested by
the Attorney General. And the |

: Attorney .General, according.
{0 a Justice .. Department
spokesman, will do that only
when there is “‘probable cause i
that a federal faw has been
" violated.” Vooed ,
* Since most news" lenxs do'
not involve either espionage or;
theft of government property,
the seurce added,:it is almost
-y impossible -jtoz:show . the
commission ofs.a : crime - is
involved.  sudi: .
The - rules;:- )1ssued by

. Attorney General Edward H.
.. Levi,  are :the.xresult of-
disclosures over the past two
years of the use of the FBI and

: CIA toinvestigate news leaks.
“ The agencies used wiretaps,
pnysical surveillance and -lie
detector tests of reporters and
government officials in efforts-

to track down the leaks. g
Last Thursday; White Hous&x
press secretary- Ron Nessen
oifered all the “‘resources of

the .- executive - branch™ to |

_ House Speaker Carl Albert to
- help find the person respon-

sible: for  leaking- the - coan- -

troversial House intelligence.
committee’s - report on U.S.:

intelligence agencies. The.

offer -+ was - #made after

publication of excerpts from .
. the report in a special 24-page -

THE WASHINGTON
B
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'On. . Friday, . . Albert

- anonounced: that he dxd not:
plan to. accept the Whlte House .

offer. -

“The Whlte Hnuw ltself is
> sensitive to xmtxatmg news
- leak ... investigations. - . Its.
- present- policy, accordmg to
. informed sources, is to leave
. the “decision; of when to. in-’
. vestigate -solely - up . to the
- Attorney General. .

thte House Counse! Phlhp

» Buchen .., and.-. . other
presxdenha] aldes beheve
those responsible for. leaking .

:the ‘House committee. report -

could. be- prosecuted under a.

-~
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law which prohibits disciosure
-0r  publication of cryp-
‘tographic or code-related
Buchen, ac- -

information, -
cording to -wire service
reports, said just that last
Saturday in Philadelphia atan
impromptu press conference,

Despite- | those feelings,

-however, no request for the

FBI tolook into thematter hus

-been sent to the attorney
‘general

accordmg to  ad-
ministration sources.
Although the FBI has not
ime;tigated any news leak
cases in the past six months,
according to .'a Justlce

‘Department source,” during -

that period there have been
several important news leaks
of secret information from the
executive branch:

— On Dec. 12, 1975, The New
York Times published a
detailed, authoritative story
on U.S. covert aid to Angoia
attributed to ‘“‘a high-ranking

government official.”” At that :
time, administration policy

was to deny any involvement

in Angola and criticize
members .of Congress who |
spoke out based on secret-

briefings.

The Txm&s artxc'e ‘how e»er

provided ‘enough ‘factual in-

formation for Congress to -

force a halt to all Angolan aid.
The administration, one oi-

“ficial said recent] “was -
Y,

exasperated” by the Times

leak’ “but there was no
systematic inquiry” as to

where it came from. State
Department officials, at the

time, said the CIA was the |

source - because, said one
department aide, ‘it was tired

of taking the blame for !

keeping the growing |
paramilitary . - operation "
secret.” y
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. * section of The Village Voice, a_-
.. NewYork City weekly. " . .}
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